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CONFIDENTIAL NDJAMENA 0873 

DEPARTMENT PASS AF - AMB. MULCAHY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PORS, CD 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ASYLUM BY HENRI VIXAMA, WIFE, FOUR CHILDREN 
AND ONE GRANDCHILD 

REF: OUR TEL OF APRIL 15 THROUGH FRENCH EMBASSY 

1. EMBASSY BELIEVES DEPARTMENT SHOULD TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION 
FOLLOWING POINTS IN RELATION TO REFTEL. FIRST, EMBASSY HAS NO MEANS 
TO GRANT ASYLUM OTHER THAN TAKING RISKY STEP OF LODGING VIXAMA 
FAMILY WITH EMBASSY FAMILY OR IN CHANCERY ITSELF WHICH WOULD BE 
MOST DIFFICULT. 

2. SECOND, EMBASSY HAS NO MEANS TO GET VIXAMA FAMILY OUT OF 
COUNTRY, WHICH IS THEIR ACTUAL OBJECTIVE. ALTHOUGH. ACCORDING FRENCH 
CONSUL GENERAL, NUMEROUS PEOPLE SWAM OR WADED ACROSS CHARI RIVER 

TO CAMEROON OR CROSSED BY STILL-OPERATING FERRY AT BONGOR IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER COUP, IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT THESE AVENUES OF ESCAPE ARE STILL 
OPEN AS REGIME CONSOLIDATES ITS CONTROL. OFFICIALLY BORDERS AND 
AIRPORT REMAIN CLOSED. 

3. THIRD, IF EMBASSY TAKES VIXAMA, IT WOULD BE CLEAR INVITATION 
TO ALL WHO ARE SUBJECT TO PUNISHMENT UNDER NEW REGIME WITHOUT 
MEANS OF ESCAPE. TAKING VIXAMA COULD THUS ESTABLISH PRECEDENT NOT 
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4. FOURTH, TO GRANT ASYLUM WOULD BE TO PURSUE OUR GENERAL 
HUMANITARIAN INTEREST AT EXPENSE OF SPECIFIC POLITICAL INTEREST OF 
MAINTAINING OUR RELATIONS ON CORRECT BASIS WITH NEW REGIME. 

5. SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL (SEPTEL) HAS ORDERED ALL 

MEMBERS FORMER REGIME, INCLUDING MEMBERS PRESIDENCY, REMAIN IN 
THEIR HOMES AND BE READY TO RESPOND TO EVENTUAL CALL FOR MEETING WITH 
NEW AUTHORITIES. 

6. ADVISE ASAP. 

LITTLE 
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